Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 2nd February, 1981 by unknown
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/B20 26th January, 1981
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
(Mr. T. A. F. Barnes (Chairman);
Mrs. W. Lomas; Messrs. J . S. Bailey;
A. G. R. Brown; F. Bunting; J . M. Croft;
E. P. Ecroyd; T. M. Farrer; J . H. Fell;
E. H. Funk; R. D. Houghton; J . Johnson;
Wm. McKenna; R. A. Parkin; M. Wareing;
L. B. Williams; G. Wilson;
Major J . G. W» Skipwith; and the Chairman 
of the Authority (G. Mann); and the Vice 
Chairman of the Authority (A. Richardson)
(ex o ffic io )).
Dear Member,
A Meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be held 
at 2.15 p.m. on MONDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY, 1981, in the BOARD ROOM, 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees
(A) Northern Area - 5th January, 1981
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
4. Review of Fishery Byelaws (to be considered 
under Item No. 5 of the Agenda).
6 . Net Limitation Order.]
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(B)        Central Area - 8th January, 1981.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
5. Net Limitation Orders.
7. Fishing Permits on Authority owned River Fisheries.
10. Review of Eishery Byelaws (to be considered under 
Item No. 5 of the Agenda).]
(C) Southern Area- 14th January, 1981.
[Recommendations; in the following: Minutes::
3. Review of Fishery Byelaws (to be considered, 
under Item No. 5 of the Agenda) .
4. Membership of the Committee.]
4. Membership of the Committee.
5;. Review of Fishery Byelaws.
6. Closure of Preston Docks.
7. Fishing Licence Duties, 1981.
8. Any other business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room 
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Menu for the day 
is enclosed, and Members attending for lunch are 
asked to indicate their choice of main course to 
the assistant on duty near the Members' Retiring 
Room.
F1/B13
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
NORTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5TH JANUARY, 1981
T. A. F . B a rn e s , E s q . , A. M a rs h a l l ,  E s q . ,
A. E . I . B e l l ,  E s q . , J . S . M a rs h a l l ,  E s q . ,
F . B u n tin g , E s q . , Wm. McKenna, E s q . ,
E. P . E c ro y d , E s q . , P . F . M u rray , E s q . ,
A. C. F in d la y ,  E s q . , G. R ic h a rd s o n , E s q . ,
A. G le a d e n , E s q . , G. B. S ed g ew ick , E s q . ,
B. I r v i n g , E s q . , J . Thompson, E s q . ,
G. N. F . W in g a te , E sq .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. E. P . E croyd  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  N o r th e rn  A rea 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
(E. P . ECROYD, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
The C hairm an welcomed members to  t h i s ,  th e  f i r s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  
new A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  M r. T . A. F . B a r n e s  t h e  
C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  an d  M e s s r s .  A. M a r s h a l l  
and  P . F .  M u r ra y , n e i t h e r  o f  whom h a d  s e r v e d  on th e  fo rm e r  
A d v is o r y  C o m m it te e s .  He e x p r e s s e d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  th e  new 
f i s h e r i e s  co m m ittee  s t r u c t u r e  w hich had been  b ro u g h t ab o u t n o t 
o n ly  fo r  r e a s o n s  o f  economy b u t  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  f i s h e r i e s  
i n t e r e s t s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  A u th o r i ty  a r e a ,  would p ro v e  s u c c e s s f u l  
and t h a t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i s  Com m ittee w ould make a u s e f u l  and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  in  a s s i s t i n g  th e  A u th o r i ty  to  c a r r y  o u t  
i t s  s t a t u t o r y  f i s h e r i e s  f u n c t i o n s .
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m ee tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Mr. E. C ave, 
Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. R ic h a rd s o n .
3 . MORESBY OPEN CAST COAL SITE
The C om m ittee r e c e iv e d  an o r a l  r e p o r t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  w o rk in g s o f  th e  
NCB's M oresby open  c a s t  c o a l  s i t e  w hich  la y  w i th in  th e  c a tc h m e n t o f  
th e  R iv e r s  K eek le  and Ehen.
I t  was f i r s t  e x p la in e d  t h a t  a s  d r a in a g e  from  th e  s i t e  c o n s t i t u t e d  
' t r a d e  e f f l u e n t 1 w i th in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  R iv e rs  ( P re v e n t io n  o f  
P o l lu t io n )  A c ts  1 9 5 1 /6 1 , th e  d i s c h a r g e  c o n s e n t  p ro c e d u re  under th e s e  
A c ts  was a p p l i c a b l e  to  th e  s i t e  and a c c o r d in g ly  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s io n s  
had  ta k e n  p la c e  be tw een  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  and
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the NCB prior to commencement of mining when the present operative 
consent conditions ( i .e . 90 mg/1 suspended solids; 5-9 Ph; no visible 
oil or grease) had been agreed for the five discharges concerned. 
Details of 'trade effluent' discharges were, however, restricted under 
the provisions of section 12 of the 1961 Act and accordingly could not 
be given to the Committee.
The Authority carried out full site inspections at least once per 
week including sampling of the discharge points and from locations 
upstream and downstream of those points. Further sampling was carried 
out if it was considered appropriate. These arrangements worked very 
well and with the full co-operation of both the NCB and the site 
operators.
To date, there had been full compliance with the consent conditions 
and no signs of either oil or grease had been detected in discharges 
from the site.
To meet the consent conditions, NCB had constructed two large lagoons 
on site to settle out sediment pumped from the working areas and these 
could be operated either in series or in parallel dependent upon 
prevailing conditions.
Members noted that in addition to the established key sampling point 
at Braystones, the sampling effort extended throughout both the Ehen 
and the Keekle.
Whilst the site fuel storage areas were located in an area which did 
not discharge to stream, they were adequately bunded and regularly 
inspected.
As operations progressed it was expected that surface water run-off 
from the site to the tributary beck of the River Keekle near to the 
Moresby Road would be reduced. Care would be taken to ensure that no 
excess run-off of surface water to the beck took place during dry 
spells.
Generally, the nature and topography of the site changed from week 
to week as mining operations progressed, but it was felt that the 
 water settling equipment installed on site would ensure that the five 
discharges would continue to meet consent conditions at all times, 
including periods of heavy rainfall.
4. REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
On 10th November, 1980, (Minute No. 22) the Regional Committee was 
informed that an officers working party was reviewing the present code 
of fishery byelaws which had been operative since June, 1977. The 
review had now been completed and copies of the draft revised code of 
byelaws together with proposals for a new eel byelaw as set out in 
Appendix 1 to these Minutes had been circulated to Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees in December, 1980.
The Committee proceeded to consider the proposals.
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RECOMMENDED 2
That the following amendments be incorporated in the proposed new 
code of fishery byelaws;-
(1) That byelaw 1 ( i ) remain as operating at the present time 
viz:-
1. Annual close season for fish ing  for salmon and trout 
(other than with rod and line)
(i) In  the Solway Firth - the period from and 
including the 11th day of September to and 
including the last day of February following.
(2) That the existing exception to byelaw 3 be retained and that 
the River Derwent be included in the listed rivers of the 
exception, viz:-
3. Annual close season for migratory trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for migratory 
trout with rod and line shall be the period from and 
including the 1st day of October to and including the 
15th day of April following with the following excep­
tion;
In the following rivers and all rivers lakes and 
w aters , tributary to or connected with those 
rivers, the period from and including the 1st day 
of November to and including the 30th day of April 
following:
Rivers Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt , Calder, 
Ehen and Derwent.
(3) That the exception applying to the Solway Firth contained in 
the existing byelaw concerning the weekly close time for 
salmon and trout be retained viz:-
8. The w eekly  close  time for salmon and trout (other 
than with rod and line)
In the Solway Firth the per iod between the hour of six 
on Saturday morning and the hour of twelve midnight on 
the following Sunday.
(4) 9. Limitation of netting
That byelaw 9 be amended as follows:-
(a) That the word 'Perm itted ' replace the words 
'Limitation o f ' where these words appear in the 
heading of the byelaw.
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(b) In the NOTE relating to the 'Ehen/Calder Protected 
Area ', the radius of 1.5 kms be increased to 3 
kms.
(c) That the radius in nautical miles be incorporated 
in brackets after the radius given in kms to each 
defined area in the NOTE.
(5) That where the manner o f using a heave or haaf net is 
described in byelaw 1 1 (iii) after the word 'person', the 
words 'standing in the water and' be deleted viz:-
11. Regulation of use of nets
(iii) The manner of using a heave or haaf net shall be 
by one person supporting or holding the net and 
lifting or scooping any fish that may become 
enclosed in the net.
(6) That the proviso in relation to certain named weirs con­
tained in proposal 19 be amended to apply a further restric- 
tion to fishing below the crest of Ennerdale Mill Weir on 
the River Ehen viz:-
19. Fishing near weirs
Provided in respect of the under-mentioned weirs no 
person shall at any time take or attempt to take by any 
means, any fish within a distance of 20 metres above 
and 50 metres below the crest of the said w e ir s :-
Branthwaite Weir . .  . .  . .  River Marron
Rosegill Mill Weir . .  ....................... . .  River Ellen
Stramongate Weir . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  River Kent
and in respect of the under-mentioned weir no person 
shall at any time take or attempt to take by any 
means, any fish within a distance of 20 metres above 
and 75 metres below the crest of the said weir.
Ennerdale Mill Weir . .  . .  . .  . .  River Ehen
(7) That the following exception of certain listed rivers from 
the main provisions be appended to byelaw 21. At the 
present time the byelaw contains the exception for the named 
rivers and also the Rivers Eden and Esk (Border).
21. Worm fishing
The provisions of this byelaw shall not apply to the 
following 1 isted rivers and a ll  r iv ers , lakes and 
waters, tributary to or connected with those rivers:-
Rivers Derwent, E lle n , Waver, Wampool, Annas, 
Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt , Calder and Ehen.
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(8) That byelaw 25(a) be amended as follows in respect of the 
Solway haaf netsmen; thereby having the e ffect  that in 
future the Solway haaf netsmen will make an annual return 
rather than a monthly one.
25. Returns of net and rod catches
(a) Any per son to whom a 1 icence  is issu ed  to 
f is h  for salmon or m igrato ry  trout with in 
the Author i t y ' s area shall in the month of 
November each year in the case of anglers; 
in the month of September each year in the 
case of the Solway haaf netsmen and on the 
last day of the months of March, Apr i l ,  May, 
June, Ju ly , August and September where appro­
priate in the case of all other netsmen, either
( i ) send a retu rn  to the A u th o rity  in the 
appropriate form set out in paragraph (b) of 
this byelaw (giving the particulars indicated 
there in) of any such fish  he has taken with in 
the Author ity1s area during the period or periods 
specified in such forms or ( ii) if he has taken 
no such fish, send to the Authority a statement 
that he has taken no such fish during such period 
or periods.
5. NETTING OFF FLIMBY BEACH, CUMBRIA
The Committee received a report setting out the latest position 
in respect of the arrangements agreed between the Authority and 
the Flimby sea fish netsmen and their MP and which were reported to 
the Regional Committee on 10th November, 1980, (Minute No. 20) con­
cerning the taking from time to time of salmon and sea trout in nets 
operated by the netsmen and which had been set ostensibly to take sea 
f ish.
The o ffic ers  had now written to Mr. D. Campbell-Savours, the MP 
concerned, with amendments to the 1980 arrangements and offering a 
meeting with him and the sea fish netsmen early in 1981. The purpose 
of the amendments, which had been agreed with the Chairman of the 
Authority, was to prevent possible abuses and make new arrangements 
for contact with the bailiffs .
Letters on this subject had also recently been exchanged between 
Mr. M. Lennox-Boyd MP, who had written on behalf of the British Field 
Sports Society and the Chairman of the Authority in which the Chairman 
explained the arrangements.
The Government had recently secured the first  reading in the 
House of Commons of a new Fisheries B ill which did not contain any 
amendment to section 6 of the 1975 A ct , a matter which had been 
pointed out to the two MP's for them to take any necessary action. 
The Authority itself would continue to press for an amendment to the 
section.
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6. NET LIMITATION ORDER
By virtue of section 26(8) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 
1975 any Net Limitation Orders which were in force immediately before 
29th June, 1972, were due to expire on 29th June, 1982.
The Cumberland River Board (Limitation of Salmon and Migratory Trout 
Drift or Hang Net Licences) Order 1962 which limited the number of 
drift , hang or whammel nets off the Cumbria coast to four was one such 
Order.
Consideration was given to the possibility of increasing the number of 
licences from four to six , it being considered that this would not 
cause any significant problems either in terms of conflict with the 
present licensed netsmen or over-exploit the stocks of migratory 
fish. The Committee noted the further proposal that the number of 
licences to be issued to any one person should be limited to one 
(except with the sanction of the Authority).
It was explained that should the Committee recommend that the proposed 
draft Order be made and submitted to MAFF for confirmation, then the 
figure of 1 .5  kms as contained in paragraph (b) of the Schedule to the 
proposed Order could be amended to read '3 kms' in line with the 
Committee's recommendation contained in Minute No. 4 ( 4 ) (b) of these 
Minutes, dependent upon the outcome of that recommendation.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the number of licences to be issued in any year for 
fishing  for salmon and migratory trout with d r i f t , hang or 
whammel nets in the Cumbrian Coastal Waters remain unchanged and 
be limited to four.
(2) That the number of 1icences to be issued to any one 
per son be 1imited to one (except with the sanction of the 
Authority).
(3) That subject to (1) and (2) above, the proposed Order be 
submitted to MAFF for confirmation.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries activi­
ties within the area since the last meetings of the former Derwent 
and West Cumbria and North Cumbria Committees in June, 1980. The 
report included items on river conditions and fishing, migratory fish 
movement, Holmwrangle hatchery, stocking by the Water Authority, 
stocking by ang1ing associations, fish disease, biological work, 
serious poaching incidents and a report on the possible development of 
the River Caldew as a migratory fish river.
In relation to the poaching incidents with in the area, the Regional 
F isheries  O fficer  advised the Committee that the Authority was 
investigating additional preventative and protective measures to 
combat this activity.
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RESOLVED;
That the report be received and approved.
9. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
The Committee noted that the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food had approved the proposed new scale of fishing licence duties 
other than the duties in respect of the River Eden Coop; River 
Derwent Coop; and the South West Cumberland Garth all of which remain 
unchanged.
The new duties which came into force with effect from 1st January, 
1981, were being advertised in the Press.
(Details of the new duties are set out in Appendix 2 to these Minutes).
F1/A27 FISHING LICENCE DUTIES FROM 1ST JANUARY, 1981 APPENDIX
1. SINGLE ROD AND LINE
(a) Salmon 
Season
Part season from June 1
Season concessionary
Part season concessionary from June 1
Seven day
Junior (10-13 years inclusive)
(b) Migratory trout 
Season
Season concessionary 
Seven day
Junior (10-13 years inclusive)
(c) Non migratory trout (brown trout, 
rainbow trout and char) freshwater 
fish and eels.
Season
Season concessionary 
Seven day
Junior (10-13 years inclusive)
2. COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING
Fixed eel trap per annum 
Eel or fyke net per annum
Traps, putcheons or baskets (per 25 or part thereof) per annum
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
£
18.00
12.00
9.00
6.00 
3.00
nil
6.00
3.00
1.20
nil
3.60
1.80
0 .60
nil
30.00
0.60
6.00
3. NETS AND FIXED ENGINES
(Area within the boundaries of the former Cumberland River Authority)
4.
Whole area Drift , Hang or Whammel net
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 
River Eden, Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 
Whole area Heave or Haaf net 
River Eden coop 
River Derwent coop 
South West Cumberland garth
NETS
£
12s7oo
300.00 
25.00
117.00
260.00 
130.00
(Area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 140m in length when 
River Lune Drift, Hang or Whammel net 
(not exceeding 300m in length when 
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine net 
(not exceeding 185m in length when 
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine net 
(not exceeding 185m in length when 
River Lune Heave or Haaf net 
River Kent Lave net 
River Leven Lave net
wet) 80.00
wet) 133.00
wet) 116.00
wet) 110.00
51.00
60.00
50.00
F1/B20 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
CENTRAL AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH JANAURY 1981
P r e s e n t : W B a i l e y ,  E sq .
R. B a r r a t t ,  E sq .
D r. R. B. B rough ton  
J .  M. C r o f t ,  E sq .
J .  H. F e l l ,  E sq .
R. H a rp e r , E sq .
A. L. H a r r i s ,  E sq .
R. D. H oughton , E sq .
J .  J o h n s o n , E sq . 
P r o f e s s o r  W. E . Kershaw 
J .  P . L o rd , E sq .
H. B. W hittam , E sq .
G. W ilso n , E sq .
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .  M. C r o f t  be  a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  C e n t r a l  A rea 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee f o r  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
( J .  M. CROFT, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
T he C h a irm a n  w e lco m ed  m em bers t o  t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  
new A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  and p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  th e  long  and v a lu a b le  
s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  b o d i e s  by  
M r. R. D. H ough ton , a member o f  th e  C om m ittee and Chairm an o f  th e  
fo rm er S ou th  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee .
T he C h a irm a n  e x p r e s s e d  th e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  new A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  
s t r u c t u r e  w ould p ro v e  s u c c e s s f u l  and t h a t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m itte e  w o u ld  m ake a u s e f u l  an d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  in  
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  f i s h e r i e s  
f u n c t i o n s .  The C hairm an r e f e r r e d  to  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  C o m m itte e 's  a r e a ,  
com bin ing  as  i t  d id  th o s e  a r e a s  w hich had  been  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  th e  
f o rm e r  L u n e , W yre a n d  F u r n e s s  an d  S o u th  L a n c a s h i r e  C o m m it te e s . 
T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l s t  r e c o g n is in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  i n d iv id u a l s  m igh t 
h av e  w ith  r e g a r d  t o  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s ,  h e  r e q u e s te d  members t o  c o n s id e r  
th e  w id e r a s p e c t  o f  f i s h e r i e s  and e m p h asised  t h a t  i f  t h i s  ap p ro ach  
w ere a d o p te d  he  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  th o s e  f i s h e r i e s  w i th in  th e  
C om m ittee a r e a  b u t  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  a s  a w hole w ould b e n e f i t .
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Mr. R. 
A. C h a l le n o r , M r. G. J o n e s ,  M r. G. Mann and Mr. A. R ic h a rd s o n .
3 . APPOINTMENT OF WATER BAILIFFS
The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  u n d e rto o k  t o  su p p ly  a l l  members w ith  
nam es, a d d r e s s e s  and te le p h o n e  num bers o f  f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  w orking  
w ith  in  th e  C o m m itte e 's  a r e a .
The C om m ittee n o te d  t h a t  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  a b a i l i f f  b e in g  u n a v a i l a b le ,  
t h e n  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f i s h e r i e s  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  t h e  a r e a  s h o u ld  be  
c o n ta c te d .
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4. FISH MORTALITY IN RIVERS CALDER AND RIBBLE
As a result of the concern expressed by the former South Lancashire 
Advisory Committee (Minute No. 3 3 (2 ), 19th June, 1980), a compre­
hensive report was submitted on the circumstances contributing to a 
large scale fish mortality on the Rivers Calder and Ribble following 
violent thunderstorms on 5th June, 1980.
River flows immediately prior to the storms had fallen to extremely 
low levels and the intense rainfall with its consequent run-off had, 
inter alia , flushed out the sewers in the Calder catchment, producing 
a plug of polluted river water passing down the Calder into the 
Ribble; analytical evidence suggested that the dissolved oxygen sag 
associated with this plug was the main cause of the mortality.
Over the last decade, capital investment on sewerage and sewage 
schemes in the Calder catchment, which was continuing, had led to 
considerable improvement in the River Calder, however instances such 
as this (fish mortalities in similar circumstances having occurred in 
1970 and again in 1978) emphasised the need for further expenditure on 
resewerage if long term water quality objectives were to be achieved.
The Committee noted that in June, 1980, the Authority in conjunction 
with the Water Research Centre had commenced a project designed to 
quantify the effect of urban run-off (both surface water and storm 
sewage) in the Calder catchment. Data collection would continue 
throughout 1981. It was anticipated that the project would enable the 
problems to be more clearly  understood and assist in examining 
alternative solutions to limit the effects of the changing pattern in 
pollutional load carried by the River Calder in storm conditions. The 
Committee was assured that the progress of the Calder catchment 
run-off project would be reported to subsequent meetings.
Concern was expressed at the mortality amongst coarse fish, parti­
cularly on the River Ribble where it was considered that chub stocks 
had been greatly reduced. The Regional Fisheries Officer referred to 
the Authority's fish stocking policy and the problems to be overcome 
in achieving any meaningful restocking programme in the waters 
affected  by the events of June, 1980. Overall he was sure that 
natural spawning was more likely to perpetuate stocks of these fish on 
the River Ribble and this view was endorsed by Professor Kershaw.
5. NET LIMITATION ORDERS
By virtue of Section 26(8) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act, 1975, any Net Limitation Orders which were in force immediately 
before 29th June, 1972, were due to expire on 29th June, 1982. In the 
Committee's area three such Orders were operating at the present 
time:-
(1) The Kent B ela , W inster , Leven and Duddon Fishery D istrict  
(Limitation of Draw Net Licences) Order 1950.
(2) The Lancashire River Board (Limitation of Salmon and Migratory 
Trout Netting Licences - Rivers Kent and Leven) Order 1959.
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(3) The Ribble Fishery District (Limitation of Licences) Order 1932.
The Committee noted that it was proposed to replace the existing 
Orders by three new Orders which in effect would not alter the present 
netting limitations in any way.
(a) The River Duddon Estuary Order 
(replacing (1) above)
(b) The Rivers Kent and Leven Order 
(replacing (2) above)
(c) The Ribble Estuary Order 
(replacing (3) above)
RECOMMENDED:
That the proposed Orders as drafted be made and submitted to 
MAFF for confirmation.
6. WORTHINGTON LAKES, RIVINGTON GROUP RESERVOIRS AND 
RIVER WYRE - RESTOCKING
The Committee received a report on the Authority's fish stocking 
policy (approved in 1976) incorporating further information in 
connect ion with the restocking of Worthington Lakes , Rivington 
Reservoirs, the River Wyre and the use of the old filter beds at 
Worthington Reservoirs.
7. FISHING PERMITS ON AUTHORITY OWNED RIVER FISHERIES
A report was submitted concerning the present permit charges on 
the Authority's Halton, Skerton and Mitton Fisheries.
In view of the charges levied on comparable waters and taking into 
account the quality  of the game fishing during the 1980 season, 
particularly the latter part, the officers were to recommend the 
Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee to increase the charges for 1981 
as follows:-
Halton and Skerton Fisheries 1981 1980
Salmon up to 31st July £3.50 per day (£2.50)
Salmon 1st August to end of season £5.00 per day (£2.50)
Sea Trout £2.50 per night (£1.50)
Brown Trout £1.00 per day (£0.75)
Coarse Fish £0.50 per day (£0.50)
Mitton Fishery
All spec ies up to 31st July £3.50 per day (£2.50)
All species 1st August to end of season £5.00 per day (£2.50)
Brown Trout £1.00 per day (£0.75)
Coarse fish £0.50 per day (£0.50)
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The Committee noted that it was not intended to increase the cost 
of the coarse fishing permit in view of the considerable decline in 
sales of such permits during 1980.
Lonsdale Angling Club had enquired about the possibility of leasing 
the coarse fishing rights on Skerton Fishery upstream of the weir on a 
Monday to Friday basis each week at a suggested rental figure which 
would substantially increase revenue over those five days per week in 
relation to the present permit revenue. It was not felt desirable 
that this part of the fishery should be subject to a long term lease.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved and that the officers 
investigate the feasibility of an addition to the rules presently 
applicable on the Mitton Fishery banning the use of prawns or 
shrimps or imitations thereof as bait.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority open negotiations with the Lonsdale Angling 
Club with a view to leasing the coarse fishing rights on Skerton 
Fishery upstream of Skerton Weir to the Club from Monday to 
Friday inclusive each week on the basis of the standard lease 
conditions.
8. PRESTON CORPORATION BILL - PROPOSED CLOSURE OF PORT OF PRESTON
A report was received setting out the recommendations made by the 
Policy and Resources Committee on 1st December, 1980 (Minute No. 27) 
(approved by the Authority on 15th December, 1980), in connection with 
the current proposals in the Preston Corporation Bill for the closure 
of the Port of Preston.
9. ANGLING AT STOCKS RESERVOIR
The Committee received a report concerning the current situation 
in relation to the development of angling at Stocks Reservoir.
Recently, the possibility of a private developer promoting a trout 
fishery at the reservoir had been under consideration and proposals to 
this e ffect  were being investigated in d e ta il  with the aim of 
developing the reservoir as a game fishery accessible to the general 
public by investment from the private sector.
10. REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
On 10th November, 1980 (Minute No. 22) the Regional Committee was 
informed that an officers working party was reviewing the present code 
of > fishery byelaws which had been operative since June, 1977. The 
review had now been completed and copies of the draft revised code of 
• byelaws together with proposals for a new eel byelaw as set out in 
Appendix 1 to these Minutes had been circulated to Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees in December, 1980.
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The Committee proceeded to consider the proposals.
RECOMMENDED:
That the following amendments be incorporated in the proposed 
new code of fishery byelaws:-
(1) That byelaw 3 read:-
3. Annual close season for migratory trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for migratory 
trout with rod and line shall be the period from and 
including the 16th day of October to and including the 
31st day of March following.
(2) That with effect  from 1st January , 1982, a warning be 
printed on all fishing licences issued by the Authority that it 
is an offence to knowingly take any fish which is about to spawn, 
or has recently spawned and has not recovered from spawning.
(3) That byelaw 5 provide for the non-migratory trout close 
season to apply to rainbow trout in all rivers in the Authority 
area:-
5. Annual close season for rainbow trout
The annual close season for fishing for rainbow trout 
w ith  rod and l in e  s h a l l  be th e per iod from and 
including the 1st day of October to and including the 
14th day of March following except that in all lakes, 
reservoirs and enclosed waters there shall be no close 
season for rainbow trout.
(4) That byelaw 17 be amended as follows:-
(a) The minimum size limit for chub and barbel be increased 
to 300mm (12 inches).
(b) The minimum size limit for grayling, tench, bream and 
carp be increased to 250mm (10 inches).
(c) The present minimum size limit for gudgeon and ruffe, 
100mm (4 inches) in the existing byelaw be retained and 
included in the proposed byelaw.
(5) That the width of gape of 7mm in line 1 of byelaw 2 2 (i) be
increased to 8mm:
22. Size of Hooks and weight of lures
(i) double, treble or m ultiple hooks any of which 
exceed 8mm in width of gape.
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(6) That the anglers return form shown in proposal 25(b) be 
printed in a different style to allow more space for anglers to 
include all the catch information required.
11. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICERS ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries O ffice rs  presented their report on fish eries  
activities within the area since the last meetings of the former Lune, 
Wyre and Furness and South Lancashire Committees in June, 1980. The 
report included items on river conditions and fishing, migratory fish 
movement, hatcheries, stocking by the Water Authority, stocking by 
angling associations, significant fish mortalities, fish disease, 
poaching, management work and consultations with outside interests.
Concern was expressed that works undertaken by the Authority on 
the River Douglas and the interference by vandals with Authority plant 
on Langden Beck had disturbed those fisheries. The officers undertook 
to investigate, and report to the Committee.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the report be received and approved.
(2) That copies of the catchment study report on the River 
Leven and River Crake be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Committee.
12. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
The Committee noted that the Minister of Agriculture , Fisheries 
and Food had approved the proposed new scale of fishing  1 icence 
duties other than the duties in respect of the River Eden Coop; River 
Derwent Coop and the South West Cumberland Garth a ll  o f which 
remained unchanged.
The new duties came into force with effect from 1st January, 1981 , 
and were being advertised in the Press.
(D eta ils  of the new duties are set out in Appendix 2 to these 
Minutes.)
i
F1/A27 FISHING LICENCE DUTIES FROM 1ST JANUARY, 1981 APPENDIX 2
1. SINGLE ROD AND LINE
(a) Salmon
£
Season 18.00
Part season from June 1 12.00
Season concessionary 9 .00
Part season concessionary from June 1 6.00
Seven day 3.00
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(b) Migratory trout
Season 6 .00
Season concessionary 3.00
Seven day 1.20
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(c) Non migratory trout (brown trout, 
rainbow trout and char) freshwater 
fish and eels.
Season 3.60
Season concessionary 1.80
Seven day 0.60
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
2. COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING
Fixed eel trap per annum 30.00
Eel or fyke net per annum 0.60  
Traps, putcheons or baskets (per 25 or part thereof) per annum 6.00
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
3. NETS AND FIXED ENGINES
(Area within the boundaries of the former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area Drift, Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 125.00 
River Eden, Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 300.00
Whole area Heave or Haaf net 25.00
River Eden coop 117.00
River Derwent coop 260.00
South West Cumberland garth 130.00
4. NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 140m in length when wet) 80.00
River Lune Drift, Hang or Whammel net
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet) 133.00
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 116.00
River Duddon Draw , Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 110.00
River Lune Heave or Haaf net 51.00
River Kent Lave net 60.00
River Leven Lave net
F3B10 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
14TH JANUARY, 1981
P r e s e n t J .  S . B a i le y ,  E sq .
T. A. F . B a rn e s , Esq 
A. G. R. Brown, E sq .
P . N e a l ,  E sq .
R. N ew ton, E sq .
J .  A. S h an ah an , Esq
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .  S . B a i le y  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  S o u th e rn  A rea 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee fo r  th e  rem a in d e r  o f  th e  'A u th o r i ty  
Y e a r ' .
I n  w e lc o m in g  m em bers t o  t h i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  new 
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee th e  C hairm an e x p re s s e d  th e  hope t h a t  th e  new 
A d v iso ry  Com m ittee s t r u c t u r e  would p ro v e  s u c c e s s f u l  and th a t  
in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  S o u th e rn  C om m ittee w ould make a  u s e f u l  and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n tr  i b u t io n  in  a s s i s t i n g  th e  A uthor i t y  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  f i s h e r i e s  f u n c t i o n s .
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
M r. D. Br idgew ood, M r. F . Eger to n ,  Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. R ic h a rd s o n .
3 . REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
On 1 0 th  Novem ber, 1980 (M inute  No. 22) th e  R e g io n a l Com m ittee was 
in fo rm ed  t h a t  an o f f i c e r s  w orking  p a r t y  was re v ie w in g  th e  p r e s e n t  
c o d e  o f  f i s h e r y  b y e la w s , w hich had  been  o p e r a t iv e  s in c e  J u n e , 1977. 
The re v ie w  had now been  c o m p le te d  and c o p ie s  o f  th e  d r a f t  r e v i s e d  code 
o f  b y e law s to g e th e r  w ith  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  a new e e l  byelaw  a s  s e t  o u t  in  
A ppendix 1 t o  th e s e  M in u te s  had b een  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittees in  D ecem ber, 1980.
The C om m ittee p ro c e e d e d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  p r o p o s a l s .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t in  Byelaw  17 -  " P r o h ib i t i o n  o f  T ak ing  U n d e rs iz e d  F is h "  -  th e  
minimum s i z e  o f  t a k e a b le  M ig ra to ry  T ro u t be  in c r e a s e d  from  250 mm 
(10") to  300 mm (12") .
( J .  S . BAILEY, ESQ ., CHAIRMAN)
4 . MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The C hairm an s u g g e s te d  t h a t  m em bership  o f  th e  C om m ittee (e x c lu d in g  th e  
e x  o f f i c i o  m e m b e rs ) , s h o u ld  n o t  e x c e e d  e l e v e n  an d  t h a t  t h e  f o u r
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remaining vacancies be taken up by persons representing those areas 
not geographically covered by the present Committee membership.
Whilst the Committee agreed that the aim should be to secure represen­
tation of all fisheries interests within the area it was accepted 
that most interests were served by one of the associations already 
represented on the Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That membership of the Committee, excluding ex officio members, 
should not exceed eleven members.
RESOLVED:
(1) That subject to the approval of this recommendation by the 
Regional Committee, the Mersey and Weaver Anglers Consultative 
Association be invited to nominate a further member to serve on 
the Committee.
(2) That an invitation be extended to Dr. M. Pugh Thomas of 
Salford University to serve on the Committee.
(3) That members submit their nominations in respect of the 
remaining two vacancies on the Committee to the Chairman for 
consideration at the next meeting.
5. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - SEPARATE COARSE FISH LICENCE
The Committee noted that the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food had approved the proposed new scale of fishing licence duties 
other than the duties in respect of the River Eden Coop, River Derwent 
Coop and the South West Cumberland Garth which remain unchanged.
The new duties came into force with effect from 1st January, 1981 and 
were being advertised in the Press.
(Details  of the new duties are set out in Appendix 2 to these 
Minutes).
The Committee discussed the possibility of a Regional Coarse Fish 
Licence being introduced with effect from 1st January, 1981.
It was noted that when the present structure of fishing licence duties 
was recommended by the Regional Committee on 15th February, 1979, 
(Minute No. 40) that committee had also recommended:
"That in the event of a further revision of licence duties in the 
future, prime consideration be given to the introduction of 
Option 2 (a single tier licence duty structure) subject to such 
variation in the amount of duties as may be considered necessary 
at the time".
and that this recommendation had subsequently been approved by the 
Authority in March, 1979. Notwithstanding this recommendation the
C om m ittee  f e l t  t h a t  th e  m a t te r  o f  a s e p a r a te  c o a r s e  f i s h  l i c e n c e  
s h o u ld  be f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d .
RESOLVED:
T h a t  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  b e  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  
th e  n e x t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee and t h a t  in  th e  m eantim e th e  
o f f i c e r s  p r e p a r e  a r e p o r t  on  th e  s u b j e c t ,  c o n ta in in g  d e t a i l s  o f  
t h e  r e v e n u e  t h a t  a c c r u e d  t o  th e  A u t h o r i t y  fro m  t h e  s a l e  o f  
c o a r s e  f i s h  l i c e n c e s  when th e s e  w ere l a s t  a v a i l a b l e  in  1979 , 
com pared w ith  t h a t  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  s a l e  o f  th e  com bined non- 
m i g r a t o r y  t r o u t / f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h  and  e e l s  l i c e n c e  f o r  1 9 8 0 .
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
T he A re a  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  r e p o r t  on f i s h e r i e s  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  fo rm er M ersey 
and Weaver Com m ittee in  J u n e ,  1980 . The r e p o r t  in c lu d e d  ite m s  on 
r i v e r  c o n d i t io n s  and f i s h i n g ,  h a t c h e r i e s ,  s to c k in g  by th e  A u th o r i ty ,  
s to c k in g  a n d /o r  r e s to c k in g  by a n g lin g  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  
o u t s i d e  i n t e r e s t s  and s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h  m o r t a l i t i e s .
The C om m ittee n o te d  t h a t  th e  A rea F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  had r e c e iv e d  
fo rm a l n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  r e s e r v o i r  a t  T i n t w i s t l e  in  L o n g d en d a le , 
a d ja c e n t  t o  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  T i n t w i s t l e  h a tc h e r y ,  was t o  be e m p tie d  as 
th e  dam w a l l  was b e l ie v e d  to  be u n s a fe  and an  a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e  fo r  
th e  h a tc h e r y  was b e in g  s o u g h t.
C o n c e rn  w as e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  l i a i s o n  w i th  
f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s  by l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  when c a r r y in g  o u t  d e w a te r in g  
o p e r a t io n s  in  ponds and l a k e s .  The o f f i c e r s  u n d e rto o k  to  endeavour to  
im prove t h i s  l i a i s o n  and b r in g  i t  t o  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a r d  w hich e x is t e d  
w ith  B r i t i s h  W aterw ays B oard in  r e s p e c t  o f  c a n a l s .
In fo rm a t io n  o f  f u tu r e  d e w a te r in g  o p e r a t io n s  from  any s o u rc e  would be 
welcomed by th e  F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  c o n c e rn e d  to  e n a b le  a p p r o p r ia t e  
a rra n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h e r i e s  t o  be ta k e n .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  be r e c e iv e d  and a p p ro v e d .
SALE MOOR WATER PARK -  GENERAL LICENCE TO FISH
At th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  fo rm er M ersey  and W eaver Com m ittee on 
1 8 th  J u n e ,  1980 (M inute  No. 36) members had d is c u s s e d  th e  i s s u e  to  
th e  G r e a te r  M an ch es te r C oun ty  C o u n c il  o f  a G e n e ra l F is h in g  L ic e n c e  
in  r e s p e c t  o f  S a l e  an d  C h o r l t o n  W a te r  P a r k s  an d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
f o r  a n g le r s  to  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  l i c e n c e  th ro u g h  a s u rc h a rg e  in c lu d e d  
in  th e  p e r m i t ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  h o ld in g  t h e i r  own l i c e n c e .
I t  had now been  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  no c h a rg e  e le m en t w h a tev er fo r  th e  
G e n e ra l  L ic e n c e  had b een  o r  was b e in g  in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  
f i s h i n g  p e r m i t .
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8. ROD LICENCES FOR FISHING FOR FRESHWATER FISH AND EELS - 
EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN WATERS
Information was given as requested at the meeting on 18th June, 1980, 
(Minute No. 32) of the former Mersey and Weaver Committee, as to the 
reasons why the exemption to hold a licence to fish for freshwater 
fish  and eels within the A utho rity 's  boundaries applied only to 
waters of less than one hectare1 (2.47 acres) and not connecting or 
communicating with any river.
Although the excusal appeared to operate satisfactorily, members were 
advised that the onus was on the angler before fishing any water to 
ascertain whether the exemption was applicable thereto.
9. ROD LICENCE DUTIES
The Committee was advised that on 28th July, 1980 (Minute No. 5A(2)) 
the Regional Committee had noted the recommendation of the former 
Mersey and Weaver Committee in relation to the purchase of a second 
rod and line licence to fish for non-migratory trout, freshwater fish 
and eels, by anglers holding current rod licences. It was agreed that 
this matter be left in abeyance pending the next licence review.
P1/A27 FISHING LICENCE DUTIES FROM 1ST JANUARY, 1981 APPENDIX 2
1. SINGLE ROD AND LINE
(a) Salmon
£
Season 18.00
Part season from June 1 12.00
Season concessionary 9.00
Part season concessionary from June 1 6.00
Seven day 3.00
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(b) Migratory trout
Season 6.00
Season concessionary 3.00
Seven day 1.20
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(c) Non migratory trout (brown trout, 
rainbow trout and char) freshwater 
fish and eels.
Season 3.60
Season concessionary 1.80
Seven day 0.60
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
2. COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING
Fixed eel trap per annum 30.00
Eel or fyke net per annum 0.60 
Traps, putcheons or baskets (per 25 or part thereof) per annum 6.00
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
3. NETS AND FIXED ENGINES
(Area within the boundaries of the former Cumberland River Author ity)
Whole area Dr ift , Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 125.00
River Eden, Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet)
Whole area Heave or Haaf net 
River Eden coop 
River Derwent coop 
South West Cumberland garth
4. NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble Drift , Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 140m in length when wet) 80.00
River Lune Dr i f t , Hang or Whammel net
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet) 133.00
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 116.00
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 110.00
River Lune Heave or Haaf net 51.00
River Kent Lave net 60.00
River Leven Lave net
50.00
300.00 
25.00
117.00
260.00 
130.00
F1/B26 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2ND FEBRUARY, 1981 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
1. W ith th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  t h r e e  new A rea  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee s , i t  i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  th e  C hairm en o f  th e s e  C om m ittees t o  be e x . o f f i c i o  
members o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee a s  w ere th e  C hairm en o f  th e  f i v e  
fo rm er L o ca l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees .
2 . In  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  w i l l  have  no e f f e c t  on th e  m em bership o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee a s  th e  t h r e e  C hairm en , M e ss rs . E croyd  ( N o r th e r n ) , 
C r o f t  (C e n tra l)  and B a i le y  (S o u th e rn ) a r e  a l r e a d y  members o f  th e  
C om m ittee in  a p e r s o n a l  c a p a c i ty .
3 . I t  i s  recom m ended  t h a t  t h e  P o l i c y  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m itte e  am end 
th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee t o  
p ro v id e  f o r  ex  o f f i c i o  m em bership o f  th e  C hairm en o f  th e  N o r th e rn ,  
C e n t r a l  and S o u th e rn  A rea F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2ND FEBRUARY, 1981 
REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
F o l lo w in g  upon  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a te r  s e r v i c e s  in  1974  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  made th e  p r e s e n t  c o n s o l id a te d  f i s h e r y  bye law s w hich w ere 
c o n firm e d  by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food in  May 
1977 and becam e o p e r a t iv e  on 1 8 th  J u n e , 1977.
The m aking o f  th e s e  p r e s e n t  bye law s w as, how ever, l i t t l e  more th a n  
an e x e r c i s e  to  com bine th e  e x i s t i n g  bye law s o f  th e  fo rm er C um berland 
and L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u t h o r i t i e s  i n to  one docum ent and e x te n d  them , 
w here a p p r o p r i a t e ,  to  th e  a r e a  o f  th e  fo rm er M ersey and Weaver R iv e r 
A u th o r i ty  w here  t h e r e  had p r e v io u s ly  been  no b y e la w s.
In  th e  l i g h t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  g a in e d  in  o p e r a t in g  th e  p r e s e n t  byelaw s 
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  3 y e a r s  an d  fro m  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o rm e r  l o c a l  
f i s h e r i e s  a d v is o r y  co m m ittee s  and o u t s i d e  f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  became 
a p p a re n t  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  code  sh o u ld  be re v ie w e d .
A c c o r d in g l y ,  t h i s  t a s k  w as u n d e r t a k e n  by an  o f f i c e r s  w o rk in g  
p a r t y  whose p r o g r e s s  was r e p o r te d  t o  th e  C om m ittee on  1 0 th  Novem ber,
1980, (M inute  No. 2 2 ) .
C o p ies  o f  th e  co m p le te  d r a f t  r e v i s e d  code  o f  b y e law s to g e th e r  w ith  
p r o p o s a ls  f o r  a new e e l  byelaw  w ere c i r c u l a t e d  t o  a l l  members o f  
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees in  D ecem ber, 1980 and a re  a t ta c h e d  
h e r e to  a s  an  A ppend ix . At th e  same tim e  c o p ie s  w ere s e n t  to  MAFF 
s e e k in g  t h e i r  in fo rm a l  comments upon th e  p r o p o s a l s .
T he a r e a  c o m m it t e e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  d r a f t  r e v i s e d  c o d e  a t  t h e i r  
m e e tin g s  l a s t  month and t h e i r  recom m endations a r e  s e t  o u t  in  th e  
M in u tes  o f  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  m e e t in g s .
NB.
(A ppendix 1 r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  a re a  co m m ittee s  under 
t h i s  item  i s  th e  same a s  t h a t  r e f e r r e d  to  in  p a ra g ra p h  5 ab o v e , b u t  to  
av o id  d u p l i c a t i o n  i t  h a s  n o t been  r e - i s s u e d  w ith  th e  M inu tes  o f  th e  
a re a  c o m m itte e s , s u b m it te d  to  t h i s  C o m m ittee .)
To d a t e ,  t h e  com m en ts  o f  MAFF h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  i t  i s  
s u g g e s te d  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l Com m ittee 
th e  reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  a r e a  c o m m itte e s  a r e  m ere ly  r e c e iv e d ,  and 
t h a t  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  p r o p o s a ls  i s  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  such  tim e  a s  th e  
v iew s o f  MAFF a r e  known, w hich s h o u ld  be in  tim e f o r  th e  n e x t  m ee tin g  
on 2 7 th  A p r i l ,  1981.
F3/A1
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
PROPOSED NEW CODE OF FISHERY BYELAWS
THE NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY in exercise of their powers under Section 
28(6) of and Schedule 3 to the. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, 
and all other powers enabling them in that behalf'hfer^by make the following 
byelaws:
1. Annual close season for fishing for salmon and trout 
(other than with rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for salmon and trout (other 
than with rod and line) shall be the period from and including the 
1st day of September to and including the 31st day of March following 
except in the following parts of the Authority’s area where the annual 
close season shall be as stated:
(i) In the Solway Firth - the period from and including the 
10th day of September to and including the 24th day of February 
following;
(ii) In the River Eden not included in (i) above - the period 
from and including the 1st day of September to and including 
the last day of February following.
F3A20
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PRESENT 
FISHERY BYELAWS, TOGETHER WITH REASONS
Present Byelaw No. 1
(i) 'Solway Firth' is now defined in the interpretation section of 
the proposed byelaws on page 20.
In the present byelaws the Solway area is defined in sections 
and some of the references e.g. 'the former Eden Salmon Fishery 
District' and 'Old Sandsfield* have become rather obscure. It was 
considered desirable, for easy recognition, to define the Solway 
Firth as distinct from the rivers flowing into it, and in the 
process to shift the north eastern limit of permitted off-shore 
drift-netting a little further west, clear of the narrow Solway.
(ii) The proposed byelaw l(i) amends the annual close season in the 
Solway Firth. In the present byelaw it is given as * the period from 
and including the 11th September to and including the last day of 
February following'. The close season on the Scottish shore of the 
Solway is 10th September to 24th February inclusive. It has always 
been understood that the departure from the standard close season in 
a specified part of this area was to bring it into line with the 
close season in force on the Scottish shore, hence the alteration.
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The annual close season for salmon (rod and line) shall be 
the period from and including the 1st day of November to and 
including the 31st day of January following with the following 
. exception:
In the River Eden and all rivers, lakes and waters, tributary to 
or connected with the River Eden the period from and including 
the 15th day of October to and including the 14th day of January 
following.
NOTE: Under the River Lune Byelaws the annual close season for salmon 
(rod and line) in the River Lune uncil the 1st day of April, 1993, is 
the period from and including the 16th day of October to and including 
the 31st day of March following.
2. Annual close season for salmon (rod and line) Present Byelaw No. 2
(i) The present byelaw No. 2 has been amended in that exceptions (ii) and
(iii) of this byelaw in respect of close seasons for certain listed 
rivers which differ from the main close season have been omitted, 
i.e.:
' (ii) In the following listed rivers and all rivers, lakes and 
waters, tributary to or connected with those rivers, the 
period from and including the 1st day of November to and 
including the 31st day of March following:
Rivers Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen;
(iii) In the following listed rivers and all rivers, lakes and
waters, tributary to or connected with those rivers, the
period from and including the 1st day o f  November to and 
including the 14th day of February following:
Rivers Derwent, Ellen, Waver and Wampool.1
The elimination of these exceptions in the present byelaw to the 
basic close season provisions follows the view of the Regional 
Fisheries Officer that they cannot be justified on conservation 
grounds and consequently, the sensible approach would be to 
eliminate them entirely with a consequential reduction of exceptions 
to the main byelaw provisions. The result of this amendment will be 
a reduction in the annual close season by 59 days to those rivers, 
lakes and waters listed in present exception (ii) to present byelaw 
No. 2 and by 14 days to those rivers, lakes and waters listed in 
present exception (iii).
(ii) The NOTE re. present River Lune Byelaws has been added to 
this byelaw and the *River Lune Byelaws' are defined in the 
Interpretation section of the proposed byelaws on page 20.
Annual close season for migratory trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for migratory trout with rod and 
line shall be the period from and including the 1st day of October to 
and including the 15th day of April following.
Annual close season for non-migratory trout (rod and line) 
other than rainbow trout
The annual close season for fishing for' brown (non-migratory) trout 
with rod and line shall be the period from and including the 1st day 
of October to and including the 14th day of March following.
Present Byelaw No. 3
The present byelaw No. 3 has been amended in respect of the dates which are 
there stated to be: 'from and including the. 16th. day of October to and 
including the 30th day of April following’, and the exception to this close 
season has been omitted, i.e :
’In the following rivers and all rivers, lakes and waters, tributary 
to or connected with those rivers, the period from and including the 
1st day of November to and including the 30th day of April following:
Rivers Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen'.
The proposal here is to move the start of the close season forward by
15 days and the end of the close season forward by the same amount. 
Thus the length of the present Annual Close Season (197 days) will remain 
the same. Experience of picking up sea trout for stripping from a number 
of different waters has demonstrated that by the middle of October many 
fish are fully ripe and may be starting to spawn, while a proportion will 
actually be spent. During October anglers will be fishing over large 
numbers of ripe or even spawning fish in the hope of taking odd fish which 
may have just come into the river. In genuine conservation terms, the 
risks which this poses to the ripe fish are not considered to be 
acceptable.
Present Byelav No. 4
Reference to char is omitted in the proposed new byelaw due to special 
requirements which have become evident and these are covered in proposed 
new byelaw Ho. 6. Otherwise the provision remains unchanged.
Annual close season for rainbow trout
There -shall be no annual close season for rainbow trout.
Annual close season for char (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for char with rod and line shall 
be the period from and including the 1st day of October to and 
including the 14th day of March following except in the following 
waters where the annual close season shall be as stated:
(i) In Coniston Water, the period from and including the 1st day of 
February to and including the 30th day of April following.
(ii) In Lake Windermere, the period from and including the 1st day 
of October to and including the 30th day of April following.. 
PROVIDED that it  shall be lawful from and including the 
15th day of March to fish for char with artificial lures from a 
moving boat.
No Present Byelaw
This proposed byelaw merely clarifies the fact that there is no annual 
close season for rainbow trout.
A close season is considered to be unnecessary as there is no self- 
supporting stock of rainbow trout known to exist in the Region.
No Present Byelaw
The existing byelaw No. 4 does not provide adequate protection for spawning 
char, since it takes no account of the existence of either separate spring 
or autumn spawning stocks, or the existence in certain waters of both such 
stocks together. At the same time, the aim is to place the minimum of 
restriction on legitimate fishing by accepted methods for clean fish 
of the relevant stock. However, as the proposed byelaw providing a 
close season for the spring spawning stock in Coniston is less than the 
statutory minimum of 153 days,, it will be necessary to get a Ministerial 
Order to legalise the proposed close season. The proposals for dates of 
commencement and termination of char close seasons are based on advice from 
the Freshwater Biological Association which has available a considerable 
volume of information on the times in various years at which ripe char have 
been found in various waters.
7. Annual close season for freshwater fish
The annual close season for fishing foe freshwater fish which for the 
purposes of this byelaw includes grayling, schellies and vendace shall 
be the statutory period that is the period from and including the 
15th day of March to and including the 15th day of June following.
NOTE: Under the provision of Section 19{6) of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 the Annual Close Season now applies to 
all inland waters within the region and not just to waters connected 
to or communicating with any river as previously.
8. The weekly close time for salmon and trout (other than 
with rod and line)
The weekly close time for fishing for salmon and trout (other than 
with rod and line), shall be the period between the hour of six on 
Saturday morning and the hour of six on the following Monday morning 
with the following exception:
In the Solway Firth the period between the hour of noon on 
Saturday and the hour of six on the following Monday morning.
NOTE: Under the River Lune Byelaws the weekly close times for salmon 
and trout (other than with rod and line) in the estuary of the River 
Lune until the 1st day of April, 1983, are as stated in those byelaws.
Present Byelaw No. 5
The object of variation here is primarily clarification, by specific 
inclusion of certain 'border line* species which occur in certain waters 
i.e. grayling, schellies and vendace.
The existing provision to permit eel fishing with rod and line during the 
close season for freshwater fish has been omitted from the proposed byelaw, 
since experience has shown that this is widely used as a cover for illegal 
fishing for freshwater fish during the close season.
Present Byelaw No. 6
(i) 'Solway Firth* is now defined in the Interpretation section on page 
20.
(ii) The exception in the present byelaw No. 6(i) has been amended. In 
the present byelaw it is as follows:
Mi) in that part of the public or common waters of the Solway 
Firth which come within the jurisdiction of the Authority 
the period between the hour of six on Saturday morning and 
the hour of twelve midnight on the following Sunday'.
The weekly close time on the Scottish shore of the Solway Firth is 
12 noon on Saturday to 6 a.m. on the following Monday morning ana 
the alteration in the proposed byelaw is to bring the weekly close 
time in the Authority controlled area of the Solway Firth in line 
with that in force on the Scottish shore.
(iii) The present byelaw No. 6 has been amended in that exception (ii) of 
this byelaw in respect of the weekly close time for certain listed 
rivers which differ from the main weekly close time have been 
omitted, i .e .:
'(ii) In the River Esk (Border) and its tributaries and the rivers 
Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder, Ehen, Derwent, Ellen, 
Waver and Wampool and their tributaries the period between 
the hour of six on Saturday morning and the hour of twelve 
noon on the following Monday'.
This alteration has been' made because it was not clear why on the 
Esk and Derwent, etc, the weekly close time extended for a further 6 
hours up to 12 noon on Monday. It is felt that it is really quite 
impossible to put forward logical conservation arguments for the 
maintenance of the 6-hour difference in the weekly close time 
between the basic period of six on Saturday morning and six on tne 
following Monday morning and that the weekly close time for the 
Region should (with the exception of the Solway Firth, above) be 
standardised. 
(iv) The NOTE re. present River Lune Byelaws has been added to 
this byelaw and the 'River Lune Byelaws' are defined the
Interpretation section on page 20.
9. Limitation of netting
The use of any net (not being a duly licensed fixed engine or a 
landing net used in conjunction with a rod and line) foe taking 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish, or eels is prohibited except for the 
use of the stated types of nets in the following parts of the 
Authority's area:
(a) In the Solway Firth t heave or haaf nets.
(b) In the River Eden as defined - draw, draft or seine nets.
(c) In the Cumbrian Coastal Waters as defined excluding the Ellen 
Protected Area, the Derwent Protected Area, the Ehen/Calder 
Protected Area and the Irt/Esk Protected Area as defined - 
drift, hang or whammel nets.
(d) In the Duddon Estuary as defined - draw, draft or seine 
nets.
(e) In the Leven Estuary as defined - lave nets.
(f) In the Kent Estuary as defined - lave nets.
(g) (i) In the Lune Estuary as defined - heave or haaf nets.
■(ii) In the Middle Lune Estuary as defined - draw, draft or 
seine nets.
(iii) In the Lower Lune Estuary as defined - drift, hang or 
whammel nets.
(h) In the Wyre Estuary as defined - heave or haaf nets after 
30th June, 1982.
(i) In the Ribble Estuary as defined - d rif t, hang or whammel 
nets.
NOTE: "As defined" means as defined for the purposes of this byelaw 
and byelaws 10 and 11 as follows:-
"River Eden" means that part of the River Eden between the eastern 
limit of the Solway Firth and the disused railway bridge at national 
grid reference NY383565 near Stainton in the Cityof Carlisle.
"Cumbrian Coastal Waters" means those tidal waters and parts of the 
sea within which Her Majesty's subjects have the exclusive right of 
fishing adjoining the coast of Cumbria between the western limit of 
the Solway Firth and a line running true south-west from the summit of 
Black Combe at national grid reference SD135855.
"Ellen Protected Area" means those t idal waters and parts of the sea 
within a radius of 3 kms from the beacon at the seaward end of the 
south pier at Maryport.
"Derwent Protected Area" means -those tidal waters and parts of the 
sea within a radius of 3 kms from the beacon on the south pier at 
Workington.
Present Byelaw No. 7
(i) Numerous alterations constituting a complete re-draft of the present 
byelaw have been made. The intention was to simplify and make more 
readily comprehensible the restrictions placed on the use of various 
types of nets in different waters throughout the Region.
(ii) In the proposed byelaw:
(a) The heading of the proposed byelaw 9 amends the heading of 
the present byelaw No. 7 in that the word ' limitation’ in the 
proposed byelaw replaces the word 'prohibition’ where that word 
appears in the heading of the present byelaw, i t  being 
considered that the new word is more in keeping with the aim of 
the byelaw.
(b) The words ’duly licensed' have been included in front of the 
words 'fixed engine' on the first line.
(c) The words 'or eels* have been inserted after the words 
'freshwater fish* on the third line. This inclusion makes it 
necessary to seek authorisation, for example, for the use of 
a scoop or dip net for taking elvers. This would be covered by 
proviso (ii) of the proposed byelaw.
(d) The proviso on page 7 has been divided into parts (i) and
( ii) . Part (i) contains the words of the proviso to the 
present byelaw. Part (ii) is a further amendment.
(iii) The present byelaw No. 7(b) permits the use of draw, draft or seine 
nets in a defined area within the Solway Firth. There have been no 
licences issued for these types of nets for some years and it is 
considered desirable to prohibit the use of such nets on conser­
vation grounds. The use of heave or haaf nets in this area will of 
course s ti l l  be permitted under the provisions of the proposed 
byelaw 9(a).
(iv) The present byelaw No. 7(d) permits the use of draw, draft or seine 
nets and heave or haaf nets in the protected areas around the 
estuaries of the ‘River -Ellen and the River Derwent; this was a 
continuation of the provisions of the former Cumberland River 
Authority fishery byelaws. It is, however, recommended that the use 
of these nets also be prohibited on conservation grounds.
(v) The present byelaw No. 7(e) permits the use of d rif t, hang or 
whammel nets, draw, draft or seine nets and heave or haaf nets in 
tidal waters of the Rivers Waver and Wampool. These waters would 
lie within- the Solway Firth as now defined and therefore the use of 
heave or haaf nets only will be permitted under the proposed byelaw. 
(The officers have ho knowledge of any other types of net being 
operated in these estuaries.)
(vi) (a) The downstream limit of the "River Eden" remains unchanged, out 
is re-defined in the NOTE to the proposed byelaw 9.
"Ehen/Calder Protected Area" means those tid a l•waters and parts 
of the sea within a radius of 1,5 kms from the centre of the railway 
bridge over the River Calder at national grid reference NY025027.
"Irt/Esk Protected Area" means those tidal waters and parts of 
the sea within a rad,i.us, . of 4 .kins,, from the railway station at 
Ravenglass.
"Duddon Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Duddon 
seaward of a line drawn through Dunnerholme Point and Green Road 
Railway Station.
"Leven Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Leven 
seaward of a line drawn parallel to, and 350m below the Leven Viaduct 
near Ulverston.
"Kent Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Kent 
seaward of a line drawn parallel to and 350m below the Kent viaduct 
at Arnside.
"Lune Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Lune 
seaward of Carlisle Bridge in the City of Lancaster.
"Middle Lune Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Lune 
which lies seaward of a line drawn true south-east from the landward 
end of the breakwater at Bazil point.
"Lower Lune Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River 
Lune which lies seaward of a line drawn .from Cockersand Abbey 
lighthouse to the seaward extremity, at high water springs, of 
Sunderland Point.
"Wyre Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Wyre 
seaward of Shard Bridge.
"Ribble Estuary" means that part of the estuary of the River Ribble 
which lies seaward of a line drawn due south from the Naze at 
Freckleton.
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply to:
(i) any net necessarily and solely used for the purpose of 
removing from a duly licensed fixed engine the fish caught by 
that fixed engine, or
(ii) to any person using a net of any kind with the prior 
permission in writing of the Water Authority, and subject to 
any conditions contained therein.
The upstream limit of the "River Eden" at the present time is 
defined in 7(c) as 'the weir across the river immediately 
upstream from the railway bridge over the river at Etterby', 
the NOTE to the proposed byelaw 9 defines the upstream limit as 
'the disused railway bridge' near Stainton. The two railway 
bridges referred- to are one and the same, but the location 
given in the proposed byelaw 9 is more accurate. The proposed 
byelaw does have the effect of moving the upstream limit 
approx, 150m down river, but establishes a readily identifiable 
landmark as the boundary.
10. Regulation of nets
{i) Drift, hang or whammel nets shall for the purpose of these 
byelaws be unarmoured nets without bags or pockets, consisting 
of a single sheet of netting measuring when wet -
(a) When used in the Ribble Estuary, not more than 140 metres 
in length and not more than 34 meshes deep at any point 
and having meshes not less than 82nun in extension from 
knot to knot, or 328mm round the four sides;
(b) When used in the Lower Lune Estuary, not more than 300 
metres in length and not more than 44 meshes deep at any 
point and having meshes not less than 63mm in extension 
from knot to knot or 252mm round the four sides?
(c) When used in any other part of the Authority's area meshes 
not less than 50mm in extension from knot to knot or 
200mm round the four sides and a length of not more than 
300 metres;
(ii) Heave or haaf nets shall, for the purposes of these byelaws be 
of single netting of a mesh measuring when wet not less than 
50mm in extension from knot to knot, or 200mm round the four 
sides and shall be so constructed as to form a bag or purse 
suspended from a wooden frame, consisting of a heave, beam, or 
pole not exceeding 5.5 metres in length having at each end 
an end stick or projecting arm not exceeding 1.25 metres in 
length 'except that within the Solway Firth the mesh shall 
measure when wet not less than 44 mm from knot to knot or 
176mm round the four sides and the end sticks or projecting 
arms shall not exceed 1.9 metres;
(iii) Lave nets shall, for the purposes of these byelaws be of single 
netting of a mesh measuring when wet not less than 50mm in 
extension from knot to knot or 200mm round the four sides and 
which shall be constructed to form a bag or purse attached 
to a yoke in the shape of a "V", the widest part of which shall 
not exceed 2 metres, and which shall be fitted with a hand 
staff to the apex of the yoke;
(iv) Draw, - draft or seine nets shall, for the purposes of these 
byelaws, be unarmoured nets without bags or pockets consisting 
of a single sheet or wall of netting, having meshes measuring 
when wet not less than 50mm in extension from knot to knot or 
200mm round the four sides and a length of not more than 
275 metres with the exceptions that when used in the Middle 
Lune and Duddon estuaries the nets shall have the following 
measurements when wet namely; a length of not more than 185 
metres and a depth on the middle of the net of not more than 
144 meshes;
(v) For the purposes of paragraphs (1), (ii), (iii) and (iv) of 
this byelaw measurements from knot to knot shall be in relation 
to each side of the square of the mesh;
(vi) The use of any net made wholly or partly of mono-filament 
material is prohibited.
Present Byelaw No. 8
(i) In the present byelaw No. 8{i)(c) the length of permitted drift nets 
which can be used outside river estuaries is ’not more than 275 
metres'. The proposed byelaw increases this figure to 300 metres, a 
relaxation of 25 metres additional length, which is considered to be 
a perfectly reasonable concession to netsmen fishing further out to 
sea.
{ii) In the proposed byelaw 10(ii) the words 'the defined areas of the 
River Eden and’ which appear in the present byelaw No. 8(ii) after 
the words 'except that within' have been omitted.
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Where, under the provisions of byelaw 9 the use of any of the nets 
therein mentioned is permitted such nets shall not be used in any 
manner” except that prescribed by the succeeding paragraphs of this 
byelaw.
(i) The number of, operatives allowed to work a drift,, hang .or. 
whammel net at any time shall be limited to one and the number 
allowed to work a draw, draft or seine net at any time is 
limited to three.
(ii) The manner of using a drift, hang or whammel net shall be 
as follows, namely it shall be shot or paid out from a boat 
and the boat and net attached shall float or drift with the 
tide provided that no drift, hang or whammel net or any part 
thereof, shall be used within 185 metres from any part of 
another drift, hang or whammel net already in use;
Provided that no drift, hang or whammel net shall be worked 
across more than three-quarters of the water in the channel at 
the time of fishing;
(iii) The manner of using a heave or haaf net shall be by one person 
standing in the water and supporting or holding the net and 
lifting or scooping any fish that may become enclosed in the 
net;
(iv) The manner of using a lave net shall be by one person standing 
or moving in the water and supporting or holding the net and 
lifting or scooping any fish. No person shall use a lave net in 
proximity to a fixed net, designed £o catch other fish, in such 
a way that the migratory fish are restricted in movement by 
such fixed net thereby facilitating their taking in the lave 
net;
(v) The manner of using a draw, draft or seine net shall be as 
follows, namely one end of the rope of the net shall be held on 
the shore or bank and the net shall be shot out or paid out 
from a boat which shall start from such shore or bank, and 
return thereto without pause or delay, and the net shall 
thereupon be drawn into and landed on such shore or bank 'and no 
net shall be shot out or paid out from any point within 90 
metres from any part of the space on the shore or bank between 
the point of starting and the point of return of the boat 
during the said operation or until after expiration of 15 
minutes from the time at which the net is completely drawn in 
and landed. No draw, draft or seine net shall be worked across 
more than three-quarters of the water in the channel at the 
time of fishing.
The hand ropes attached to the ends of • the net shall not be 
considered part of such net.
11. Regulation of use of nets Present Byelaw No. 9
(i) In the proposed byelaw the words ‘byelaw 9* in the first line 
replace the words 'byelaw 7' in the first line of the present 
byelaw.
(ii) In the proposed byelaw 11 (i) an amendment has been made to the 
wording of the present byelaw No. 9(i) in relation to the number 
of operatives required to work a drift net. This amendment has 
been made merely to take account of what actually happens and to 
implement an Authority decision thereon which was made in respect of 
a recommendation of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee on 
15th February 1979. (Minute No. 37(D)).
{iii) in the proposed byelaw 11 {iv) an amendment has been made to the 
wording of the present byelaw No. 9(iv>, in that the words 'that may 
become enclosed in the net* have been omitted. This has been done 
to give an accurate description of the manner of using a lave net 
which is, in fact, used to lift or scoop a fish which is visible 
in the water or is locatable as a result of its disturbance to 
the water. It does not become enclosed in the net - the net is 
moved to enclose the fish and lift it. In the case of a heave net 
(proposed byelaw 11 {iii) and present byelaw No. 9(i.ii) the 
description is accurate, because the fish becomes enclosed in the 
net and is kept there by the operator lifting his net.
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Any number bearing label issued by. the Authority in respect of a 
licensed net shall at all times while the net is being used for 
fishing be attached to the headrope, of the net or, in the case of a 
heave or haaf net, to that part most nearly corresponding to the 
headrope. Except that in the case of heave or haaf nets it shall not 
be an offence if the label is carried on the person of the licence 
holder when operating the net.
The same number shall be conspicuously painted and maintained in 
white numerals not less than 150mra high and 20mm wide, on a black 
background, or in black numerals on a white background, on the 
outside and near the centre of the gunwale on each side of the boat 
from or in connection with which the net is used. Provided that this 
byelaw shall not apply to boats that are already required to display 
numbers by the Merchant Shipping (Fishing Boats Registry) Order 1927 
(S.I. 1927/642).
12. Numbering of licences, nets and boats
13. Carrying of nets during annual close season
No person shall, during the annual close season for salmon, carry or 
permit to be carried or Co remain in or upon any boat any net capable 
of taking salmon, other than a landing net or a net commonly used in 
the area for sea fishing if carried in a boat or vessel commonly used 
for that purpose.
14. Carrying of unlicensed nets
The carrying in or attaching to a boat or vessel whilst being used ir. 
fishing for salmon or trout of any net (other than a landing net) 
which is not licensed or if licensed has not attached thereto the 
label referred to in byelaw 12, is hereby prohibited.
Present Byelaw No. 10
(i) in respect of the net actually being used for fishing to take 
account of the fact that some drift net fishermen have a number of 
nets of differing mesh, from the minimum upwards, so that they can 
enmesh runs of larger fish- when they occur, only one net being in 
use at a time. Similarly, haaf netters commonly have several nets 
"parked" in different places where they fish, in order to avoid 
having to transport this rather awkward-sized net between different 
fishing places.
(ii) in the case of haaf netters, a concession is recommended permitting 
them to carry the licence disc on their person rather than on the 
net, although they are not debarred from attaching it to same part 
of the net if they wish.' The reason for this recommendation is that 
a metal-disc attached to the head or foot rope can readily tangle up 
the net.
The amendments to the present byelaw No. 10 have been made:
Present Byelaw No. 11 
Proposed byelaw 13 - No change.
Present Byelaw No. 12 
Proposed byelaw 14 - No change.
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No person shall take or remove any live or dead fish from any waters 
within.,the area of the Authority unless acting in accordance with the 
written permission of the Authority and acting in accordance with any 
conditions attached to such permission.
NOTE: This byelaw shall not apply to the taking of fish in a legal 
manner with a duly licensed instrument.
15. Removal of fish
16 * Baiting
During the period from and including the 15th day of March to and 
including the 15th day of June in any year, (i) the use as hook bait, 
or possession whilst fishing, of maggots or imitations thereof or the 
chrysalises of maggots or imitations thereof and, .(ii) the use of any 
lure or bait not on or attached to a hook, are prohibited in the River 
Ribble catchment upstream of the Naze at Freckleton excepting the 
River Darwen and the River Douglas, and in all rivers and streams 
within the Authority's area north of the Ribble catchment, and in the 
following named lakes:-
Windermere, Coniston, Rydal Water, Grasmere, Ullswater, Brothers 
Water, Bassenthwaite, Derwentwater, Loweswater, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water and Wastwater.
Present Byelaw No. 13
(i) It was considered that the present byelaw No. 13 as it stands in the 
existing code gave too wide powers, particularly to 'lessees*. 
Experience has shown that when a pollution takes place (e.g. the oil 
pollution on the Ehen and the acid pollution at Franklaw Treatment 
Works on the Wyre) some people are likely to pick up any dead salmon 
or sea trout, regardless of the risk to health, and to take them 
away for their own consumption. Such people may claim to be members 
of the club which is the riparian owner's tenant. It is often 
difficult or impossible to disprove such a claim at short notice 
in the conditions which prevail after a major pollution. Further, 
the proposed byelaw 15 if tightly applied as now suggested, 
eliminates the use of 'dead fish' as an excuse for poaching, when 
the actual act of taking the fish has not been observed. As the 
proposed byelaw will not apply to fisheries staff acting in the 
course of their duties, it was felt desirable to restrict the power 
to remove fish to persons specifically so authorised in writing by 
the Authority.
(ii) The NOTE to the proposed byelaw 15 has been amended in that the 
word 'shall* now replaces the word 'does' where that word appears in 
the first line of the NOTE to the present byelaw No. 13.
Present Byelaw No. 14
(i) The proposed byelaw (16(i) amends the wording of the present byelaw 
No. 14 (i) and (ii). It was thought necessary to take this step as 
numerous instances have occurred where an angler has been found 
fishing on the bank with an open box of maggots beside him but no 
maggots on the hook. It may be known that he has simply flicked 
them off when he saw the bailiff coming and has either left the hook 
bare or has substituted a permitted bait. In such cases, despite 
the obvious inferences, it is impossible to prove that the angler 
intends to use the maggots beside him for fishing at that spot, 
particularly as he will often claim that they are intended for use 
elsewhere at a subsequent time' when their use may well be 
permissible and that he is merely "giving them some air" in the 
meantime. However unlikely this story may seem in the circum­
stances, it is regrettably often impossible to prove the contrary. 
The inclusion of the phrase 'possession whilst fishing* is thus 
considered justified. The wording of the byelaw has been further 
amended in order to eliminate the existing reference to the 'A59 
road’ and 'the boundary of Yorkshire Water Authority’, which 
are claimed to have been" incomprehensible and/or misleading to 
anglers not well acquainted with the area.
(ii) The named lakes referred to in the present byelaw No. 14 are 
retained in the proposed byelaw 16.
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No person, shall take from any waters within the area, any fish of a 
kind and of- a size less than such size as is hereinafter prescribed, 
that is to say:
17. Prohibition of taking undersized fish
Migratory trout ......................
Brown trout and char
Chub and barbel .. .. .. . • •• 
Grayling, tench, bream and carp .. .. 
Roach, perch, rudd, crucian carp and dace
250mm (10 ins)
230mm (9 ins)
250mm (10 ins)
230mm (9 ins)
200mm (8 ins)
The size shall be ascertained by measuring from the tip of the snout 
to the fork or cleft of the tail. (The figures in inches are an 
approximate Imperial equivalent for guidance only).
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply to any person who:
(i) Takes any undersized fish unintentionally if he at once returns 
to and liberates the same in the water with as little injury as 
possible.
(ii) Takes any undersized fish, other than salmon or trout, keeps 
the same alive in a keep net and then, on the same day as he 
took them, returns such fish to, and liberates them in, the 
same water from which he took them.
(iii) Takes any undersized fish other•than salmon or trout and uses 
them as bait on the same day as hfe took them, provided that at 
any one time he does not have in his possession more than ten 
such fish alive or dead.
18. Keep nets
No person shall:
(i) Use a keep net for retaining any kind of fish during the annual 
close season for freshwater fish;
(ii) After 15th June, 1982 use a keep net:
(a) Of less than 2.0 metres in extended length;
(b) With rings less than 380mm in diameter or if rectangular 
less than 355mm by 255 mm;
(c) .With wider spacing of rings than one ring per 300mm 
excluding the top ring;
(d) With a mesh size of more than 16mm measured diagonally 
from knot to knot when stretched and wet.
(iii) The use of keep nets commonly known as "micromesh" nets 
is permitted. In the case of such nets the width of the 
mesh measured when wet but unstretched shall not exceed 
8mm and such nets shall comply with (ii)(a)r (b) and (c) 
above.
Present Byelaw No. 15
(i) When the existing byelaws were under discussion, coarse fishing 
interests insisted that size limits should be included for coarse 
fish in addition to those for game fish. This arrangement has been 
continued in the proposed byelaw 17, although reference to any 
size limits for gudgeon and ruffe have been omitted. In an attempt 
to reduce the number of size limits listed in the proposed byelaw,., 
there has been some consolidation so that only three lengths are 
used to cover all the species of fish listed in the size limits 
list.
(ii) The proviso to the present byelaw No. 15 has been amended in the 
proposed byelaw 17. Whereas the present proviso is in two parts, 
the proposed proviso will contain three parts. This has been done 
to clarify the exceptions to the proposed byelaw. In effect, the 
present No. 15(i) has been retained in its entirety as proposed
17 (i), but the present No. 15 (ii) has been divided into two, i.e. 
proposed 17(ii) and (iii). In proposed 17(ii) the present reference 
(in No. 15 (ii)) to a 'bona-fide fishing match* has been deleted as 
this is something which cannot be accurately defined.
In proposed 17(iii) • provision has been made to allow persons to take 
undersized fish for use as live or dead bait.
Present Byelaw No. 16
(i) In the proposed byelaw, 18(ii), *1982' takes the place of '1978* 
where the latter date appears in the present byelaw No. 16(ii). It 
is appreciated that the deadline quoted in the proposed byelaw 
(1982) might need amendment, depending on how long it takes MAFF to 
confirm the byelaws.
(ii) In the proposed byelaw, 18(ii)(a), '2.0* metres appears where 
'1.5' metres is printed in the present byelaw No. 16(ii)(a). This 
alteration, which relates to the minimum length of a keep net, is 
aimed at falling into line with the specification in other Authority 
areas, -and was sought by the National Federation of Anglers in a 
letter to the Authority dated 9th July,' 1979.
Fishing near weirs
No person shall, without the previous consent in writing of the 
Authority, during the period between the 30th day of September and the 
first day of the salmon close season for rod and line in any year, 
take or attempt to take by any means, any fish within a distance of 
20 metres above and 50 metres below the crest of any man-made con­
struction which impounds water in the rivers and streams of the River 
Ribble catchment upstream of the Naze at Freckleton excluding the 
River Darwen and the River Douglas, and in all rivers and streams 
north of the Ribble catchment.
Provided in respect of the under-mentioned weirs no person shall at 
any time take or attempt to take by any means, any fish within a 
distance of 20 metres above and 50 metres below the crest of the said 
weirsj-
Branthwaite Weir .. .. .. .. .. River Marron
Rosegill Mill Weir.................. .. .. River Ellen
Ennerdale Mill Weir .. „. .. .. .. River Ehen 
Stramongate Weir ................ -................. .. River Kent
Present Byelaw No. 17
{i) The first paragraph of the proposed byelaw 19 amends the first 
paragraph of the present byelaw No. 17 in the following respects:
(a) I t  was considered that the word 'designed* in the phrase 
'designed to impound waters' where that appears in the present 
byelaw No. 17 causes problems in relation to, for example, 
gauging weirs below which fish can accumulate in exactly the 
same way as below some structure specifically intended to 
impound water. Thus, the word 'designed' has been omitted 
from the proposed byelaw.
(b) The words which follow the words 'impound waters' where they 
appear in the present byelaw No. 17 have been amended in the 
proposed byelaw in an attempt at clarification*
(ii) In the second paragraph of the proposed byelaw 19 the following 
amendments have been made to the second paragraph of the present 
byelaw No. 17:
(a) -the word 'other' which appears in the present byelaw between
the words 'shall at any* and 'time* has been omitted?
(b) the words '20 metres above and* have been inserted between the 
words 'of' and *50' where they appear in the present byelaw in 
order to bring the protection into line with that provided in 
the first paragraph;
(c) The reference to Innan Weir, Bridgefoot, which appears in the 
lis t of special weirs in the present byelaw has been omitted as 
this weir has been completely breached.
(d) Stramongate Weir has been included in the l is t  of special 
weirs, its inclusion being considered essential due to the 
rapid development of illegal fishing practices in the vicinity 
of this weir since the fish pass was altered and improved a 
few years ago.
20. Limitation of use of gaff,
or other means or modes of fishing
(a) No person shall use a gaff in connection with fishing with rod 
n^d line for salmon and migratory trout during the period from 
and including the 1st day of October in any year to and including 
the 30th day of April following.
(b) No person shall use any means or modes of fishing for salmon/ 
trout, freshwater fish or eels {other than a duly licensed netr 
fixed engine, rod and line) except with the written permission 
of the Authority and subject to such conditions as may be 
imposed.
Present Byelaw No. 18
(i) The heading of the proposed byelaw 20 amends the heading of the 
present byelaw No. 18 in the following respects:
(a) the word 'limitation* in the proposed byelaw replaces the word 
’prohibition' where that word appears in the heading of the 
present byelaw, i t  being considered that the new word is more 
in keeping with the aim of the byelaw;
(b) the reference to 'hand lines' in the heading of the present 
byelaw is omitted in the proposed byelaw as no reference is 
made to 'hand lines' in the text of the proposed byelaw.
(ii) The proposed byelaw amends the present byelaw as follows:
(a) sub sections (a)(i) which exempts certain rivers, (i.e. Rivers 
Eden, Esk (Border), Derwent, Ellen, Waver, Wampool, Annas, 
Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen) and (a) (ii) of the 
present byelaw have been omitted;
(b) sub-section (b) of the present byelaw, (which prohibits the 
use of hand lines except in the following lakes: Windermere, 
Coniston, Rydal Water, Grasmere and Stanley Park Lake, 
Blackpool) has been omitted as this method of fishing is no 
longer used in these lakes.
(c) sub-section (c) of the present byelaw has been revised 
and now appears as sub section (b) in the proposed byelaw. 
Specifically, reference to it being permissible to fish with a 
hand line (in present byelaw No. 18(c)) in the following 
lakes: Windermere, Coniston, Rydal Water, Grasmere and Stanley 
Park Lake, Blackpool, has been omitted for the reason given at
(b) above.
In drafting this proposed byelaw, it was considered desirable to 
impose a tighter limitation on the use of a gaff £or the preser­
vation of gravid fish in the autumn and kelts in the spring, both of 
which may need to be returned to the water when taken on rod and 
line.
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No person shall, excepting as hereinafter provided, use in fishing for 
salmon, or trout a worm baited on more than a single hook and such hook 
shall not exceed 40mm in length overall nor 15mm in width of gape and 
the weight or weights used to sink the hook shall not in any case 
exceed 15g in the aggregate; provided that a tackle of two or three 
hooks may be so used if tied upon a single strand of gut or other 
artificial substitute material and if each of such hooks does not 
exceed 15mm in length and is not more than 7mm in width of gape.
21. Worm Fishing
22. Size of hooks and weight of lures
No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon or trout 
after the 31st day of August in any year:
(i) double, treble or multiple hooks any of which exceed 7mm in 
width of gape.
(ii) any lure or weight which (together or singly) exceed 30g in 
weight.
The provisions of this byelaw shall not apply to persons fishing for 
char in lakes Windermere and Coniston.
Present Byelaw No. 19
The proposed byelaw 21 amends the present byelaw No. 19 in one respect 
only, in that the proviso to the present byelaw, which exempts the 
following listed rivers from the main provisions of that byelaw, has been 
omitted: Rivers Eden, Esk (Border), Derwent, Ellen, Waver, Wampool, Annas, 
Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen. This amendment has been made as 
the Fisheries Officers cannot see any convincing reason to support the 
existing exceptions and consider that the first part of the byelaw should 
either apply to all migratory fish rivers or should be wiped out completely 
so that the provis’ion for the present exceptions applies to all rivers. In 
other words, there should be uniformity and the present exceptions should 
be eliminated if possible.
The same situation applies in relation to the provisions of proposed 
byelaw 22.
Present Byelaw No. 20
(i) The proposed byelaw 22 amends and simplifies the wording of the 
present byelaw No. 20 and is in effect a complete re-draft. In 
relation to 22{i), it is considered that an artificial (tube) 
fly not exceeding 15g in weight would be perfectly adequately 
equipped if it used a treble with hooks the gape of which aid not 
exceed 7mm. It should however, perhaps be made clear that the 
exception quoted in the first paragraph of the present byelaw No. 
20, i.e. ’provided that this shall not apply to a person fishing 
with an artificial fly not exceeding 15g weight.' should apply only 
to a person fishing with an artificial fly dressed on a single hook, 
which it is believed was the intention when the original discussions 
concerning the present byelaws took place.
(ii) The exceptions in the latter part of the present byelaw No. 20 have, 
in the case of the rivers and lakes listed below, been omitted from 
the proposed byelaw: Rivers Eden, Esk (Border), Derwent, Ellen, 
Waver, Wampool, Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen; 
Rydal Water and Grasmere. This was done as the Fisheries Officers 
did not feel that any genuine justification existed for the 
exceptions in the latter part of the present byelaw. Here again, as 
mentioned in connection with the preceding byelaw, there should be 
uniformity throughout the Region.
(iii) The word 'year' in the first sentence of the proposed byelaw is 
defined in the Interpretation Section on page 20.
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All salmon and migratory trout hooked otherwise than in the mouth 
shall -be returned to the water as soon as practicably possible and 
with as little injury as possible.
23. Return of foul hooked fish
24. Prohibition of fishing in certain waters in Kendal
The use for taking salmon, trout, freshwater fish or eels of any 
instrument in such part of the River Kent as lies between Victoria 
Bridge and its confluence with the former Dockray Hall mill race 
situated 400 metres upstream of Victoria Bridge in the Borough of 
Kendal by a person fishing from the right (westerly) bank of the 
said river at any time is prohibited.
This byelaw shall not apply to fly fishing with rod and line providing 
that no weight or weighted device is attached to or incorporated in 
the line, cast or hook.
Present Byelaw No. 21
The proposed byelaw 23 amends the present byelaw No. 21 in that the words 
* in any part of the body behind the posterior edge of the gill cover', 
which appear in the present byelaw have been omitted in favour of the words 
which now appear in the proposed byelaw. This amendment has been made 
because although it is sometimes argued when talking about "foul hooked 
fish" that the fish which is hooked other than in the mouth may have 
deliberately missed the bait or lure, this is really beside the point. 
Thus, the object has been to make it illegal to take a fish which has 
been foul-hooked, whatever the reason for foul hooking. If the slightest 
leeway is permitted, this is likely .to be exploited by those whose aim is 
deliberately to foul-hook fish. A fish which has taken a bait or lure can 
reasonably be expected to be hooked in the mouth and nowhere else.
Present Byelaw No. 22
The proposed byelaw 24 amends the present byelaw No. 22 in the following 
respects:
(i) The words 'or eels’ have been included between the words 'freshwater 
fish' and ’of any instrument' where those words appear in the 
present byelaw.
This has been done to prevent persons saying that they were fishing 
for eels when in fact they were intending to fish for fish, of 
whatever species, illegally.
(ii) The wording of the present, byelaw where this byelaw makes reference 
to 'Dockray Hall mill race* has been changed. The proposed byelaw 
now makes reference to ’the former Dockray Hall mill race' as that 
mill race is now filled in.
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(a) Any person to whom a licence is issued to fish for salmon or 
migratory trout within the Authority's area shall in the month of 
November each year in the case of anglers and on the last day of 
the months of March, April, May, June, July, August and September 
where appropriate in the case of netsmen, either (i) send a 
return to the Authority in the appropriate form set out in 
paragraph (b) of this byelaw (giving the particulars indicated 
therein) of any such fish he has taken within the Authority's 
area during the period or periods specified in such forms or <ii) 
if he has taken no such fish, send to the Authority a statement 
that he has taken no such fish during such period or periods.
(b) In the case of anglers the following is the appropriate form:-
25. Returns of net and rod catches
198 
Month 
m  
which 
fish 
taken
Salmon J Migratory Trout
*Name(s) of 
r iver(s) 
from which 
taken
No. of 
fish 
taken
i*Name(s) of 
Individual; r iver (s) 
weights from which 
taken
No. of 
fish 
taken
Individual 
we ights
January •
February
March
Apr il
May i
June
July
August
September . i .  .
October j — *-=---- 1-
Name of Anglers
Address:
Date:
*NOTE: (i) Please distinguish between Border Esk and West Cumbria 
Esk and between Ribble Calder, Wyre Calder and West 
Cumbria Calder.
(ii) If the space provided for the particulars required is 
insufficient, please use a separate sheet of paper.
Present Byelaw No. 23
The proposed byelaw 25 amends the present byelaw No. 23 in the following 
respects:
(i) The words 'and September where appropriate' have been - included 
between the words 'August* and 'in the case of* where those words 
appear in the present byelaw.
This has been done as the present byelaw omits any requirement for 
Solway haaf netsmen to make a return of fish caught in September.
(ii) The model return forms for anglers and netsmen which appear in the 
present byelaws have been amended as follows in the proposed byelaw.
(a) in the case of the anglers form the word 'river(s)* replaces 
the word 'water(s)', and the NOTE (i) and (ii) has been 
added;
(b) in the case of the netsmen's form, the word ’Individual' has 
been included in front of the word ’weights' where that word 
appears in the final column of that form. This amendment has 
been made for whilst the model return form in the present 
byelaw requires an individual weight to be recorded for salmon, 
it does not make the same requirement for migratory trout (only 
requiring total weight). It is considered that there is a need 
for individual sea trout weights to-be shown. The NOTE has 
also been added.
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26. Application
These byelaws shall not apply to any employee of the Authority acting 
in his official capacity or to any person who with the permission in 
writing of the Authority and acting in accordance with any conditions 
attached to that permission carries out work connected with the 
preservation or development of a fishery or for some scientific 
purpose.
27. Revocation of existing byelaws
All existing byelaws made by the Authority under the powers contained 
in the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 with the exception of 
the River Lune Byelaws are hereby revoked.
Present Byelaw No. 24 
Proposed byelaw 26 - no change.
Present Byelaw No. 25
Proposed byelaw 27 amends the present byelaw No. 25 only in relation to the 
actual byelaws that are subject to revocation.
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Interpretation
(i) In these byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires, "Authority" 
means the North West Water Authority,
"Authority’s Area" means the area of the Authority as defined in Section 
2(2) of and in Schedule 1 and paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to, the Water Act 
1973.
"River Lune Byelaws" means byelaws made by the Authority regulating the 
Annual Close Season for salmon {rod and line) in the River Lune and the 
Weekly Close Time for salmon and trout (other than rod and line) in the 
estuary of the River Lune, and confirmed by the Minister of Agriculture,- 
Fisheries and Food on 31st March, 1980.
"Solway Firth" for the purposes of these byelaws means those tidal waters 
and parts of the sea within the Authority's area between a line drawn 
from the centre of the Golf Hotel at Powfoot at national grid reference 
NY14686546 to the eastern extremity of Grune Point at national grid 
reference NY14395684 and:
(i) in the River Esk (Border), a line drawn across the river from 
national grid reference NY32456503 to national grid reference 
NY32456632.
(ii) in the River Eden, a line drawn across the river from national 
grid reference NY33656182 to national grid reference NY33656155.
NOTE-: The national grid reference numbers referred to above other than 
that relating to the Golf Hotel, are indicated by marker posts erected and 
maintained by the Authority.
"Year" means the period from and including 1st January to and including 
31st December following.
Present Interpretation Section
The proposed interpretation section amends that of the present byelaws in
that:
(i) Reference to 'Old Sandsfield* has now been omitted as irrelevant,
(ii) 'Solway Firth’ is now defined in this section.
(iii) 'River Lune Byelaws’ are now defined in this section.
(iv) 'year' is now defined in this section.
The references to 'Authority', and 'Authority’s Area’ are retained.
NOTE:
The marker posts to which reference is made in the proposed byelaws 
have not yet been erected and will not be erected until the byelaws 
are approved.
THE COMMON SEAL of NORTH WEST WATER 
AUTHORITY was on the day of
198 hereunto affixed 
in pursuance of a Resolution of the 
Water Management Committee dated the 
day of 198
and a Resolution of the Authority 
dated the day of
198
Authorised Signatory
The Minister hereby confirms the said byelaws
IN  W IT N E S S  whereof the Official Seal of the Minister of
Agriculture Fisheries and Food is hereunto affixed on
198
(Signed)
Authorised by the Minister
All the foregoing byelaws are operative from 198
PROPOSED EEL BYELAW.
Eels
(a) The following types of licensed instruments [in addition to a 
licensed rod and line] may be used for taking eels within the 
Authority's area:
Fixed traps,
Fyke Nets
Moveable traps, Putcheons or baskets
(b) Any such instrument mentioned in (a) above shall at all times 
while such instrument is being used for fishing have attached to 
it the number bearing label or disc issued by the Authority when 
licensing such instrument.
(c) Any person to whom a licence is issued to fish for eels in the 
Authority's area shall in the month of January in each year 
either:
(1) Send a return to the Authority on the appropriate form 
set out in paragraph (d) of this byelaw giving the 
particulars indicated therein of any eels he has taken 
within the Authority's area during the period or periods 
specified in such form, or
(2) If he has taken no eels send to the Authority a statement 
that he has taken no eels during such period or periods.
(d) The following is the appropriate form:
EEL FISHERMEN 
MONTHLY RETURN FORM
NOTE: I f  th e  sp a c e  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  p a r t i c u l a r s  r e q u i r e d  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  
p l e a s e  u se  a s e p a r a te  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r .
F1/B28 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2ND FEBRUARY, 1981 
CLOSURE OF PRESTON DOCKS
1. On 10 th  Novem ber, 1980 , (M inute  No. 21) th e  C om m ittee n o te d  t h a t  
P r e s to n  Borough C o u n c il  had d e c id e d  to  d e p o s i t  a P r iv a t e  B i l l  in  
P a r l ia m e n t  in  Novem ber, 1980 to  e f f e c t  th e  c l o s u r e  o f  th e  P o r t .  The 
m a t te r  gav e  c a u se  f o r  c o n c e rn  in  t h a t  th e  p ro p o se d  c e s s a t io n  o f  th e  
d re d g in g  o f  th e  c h a n n e l  and th e  m ain te n a n c e  o f  th e  t r a i n i n g  w a l ls  
c o u ld  have  an  a d v e rs e  e f f e c t  on th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  i n t e r e s t s  in c lu d in g  
f i s h e r i e s ,  and a c c o r d in g ly ,  th e  Com m ittee r e s o lv e d  t h a t  a f u r t h e r  
r e p o r t  be s u b m it te d  to  t h i s  m e e tin g .
2 . A r e p o r t  on  th e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  c l o s u r e  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  
H y d ra u lic s  R e se a rc h  S t a t i o n  and th e  C o u n c i l 's  C o n s u l ta n t s ,  S i r  W illia m  
H alcrow  & P a r t n e r s ,  h a s  now been  r e c e iv e d  and th e  f in d in g s  d is c u s s e d  
w ith  th e  t e c h n i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  b o rd e r in g  th e  R ib b le  
E s tu a r y .
3 . The B i l l  h a s  now been  d e p o s i te d  and empowers th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  m a in ta in  
th e  t r a i n i n g  w a l ls  u p s tre a m  o f  Lytham . In  a d d i t io n  how ever th e r e  i s  
a l s o  p r o v is io n  f o r  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  t o  d i r e c t  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  
r e p a i r  th e  t r a i n i n g  w a l l s ;  th e  C o u n c il  to  c o n t r i b u t e  on a s l i d i n g  
s c a l e  to w ard s  th e  c o s t  o f  any w orks a p p ro v ed  by them f o r  a p e r io d  o f  
10 y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  c lo s u r e  o f  th e  P o r t .
4 . On 1 s t  D ecem ber, 1980 , th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  Com m ittee c o n s id e re d  a 
r e p o r t  on  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  in  t h e  B i l l  an d  recom m ended  (1) t h a t  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  
p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  B i l l  (2 ) t h a t  a n  a d -h o c  S u b -C o m m itte e  b e  
a p p o i n t e d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  C h a irm a n  and  V ic e  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  and th e  C hairm en o f  th e  W ater M anagem ent, R e g io n a l Land 
D ra in a g e  and R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee s , to  m o n ito r  th e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  B i l l  and (3) t h a t  th e  Sub-C om m ittee b e  empowered to  
a p p ro v e  an y  a r r a n g e m e n ts  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  
i n t e r e s t s  c o n s e q u e n t  on  th e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  P o r t .  The A u t h o r i t y  
ap p ro v ed  and a d o p ted  th e  recom m endations on 15 th  D ecem ber, 1980, and 
P a r l ia m e n ta r y  A g e n ts , M e ss rs . Sherwood & C o .,  h av e  been  i n s t r u c t e d  
a c c o r d in g ly .
5 . S e f to n  MBC had o r i g i n a l l y  engaged  P r o f e s s o r  P . H olm es, P r o fe s s o r  o f  
M a ritim e  C i v i l  E n g in e e r in g  a t  L iv e rp o o l  U n iv e r s i ty  and P r o f e s s o r  D. M. 
M cD ow ell o f  M a n c h e s te r  U n i v e r s i t y  to  p r e p a r e  an  in d e p e n d e n t  
p r e l im in a r y  r e p o r t  on th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  p o r t  c l o s u r e  on th e  low er 
e s t u a r y .  The A u th o r i ty  hav e  s in c e  a sk ed  t h a t  th e  sco p e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  
be  w idened  to  in c lu d e  comment on p o s s ib l e  e f f e c t s  on th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
i n t e r e s t s .  -The r e p o r t  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  A u th o r i ty  a t  th e  end 
o f  D ecem ber.
6* The A u t h o r i t y 's  o f f i c e r s  a r e  now in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  P r e s t o n  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a n  e n d e a v o u r  t o  s e e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  a 
m u tu a lly  a c c e p ta b le  s e t t l e m e n t  can  be re a c h e d  w ith o u t  th e  need  to  
p e t i t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  B i l l .  The Com m ittee w i l l  be  k e p t in fo rm ed  o f  
f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n ts .
F1/B27 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND FEBRUARY, 1981 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES, 1981
1. On 2 3 rd  D ecem ber, 1980, th e  A u th o r i ty  w ere n o t i f i e d  t h a t  MAFF had 
approved  th e  p ro p o se d  new s c a l e  o f  f i s h in g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  o th e r  th a n  
th e  d u t i e s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  R iv e r  Eden Coop; R iv e r  D erw ent Coop; and 
S outh  W est C um berland G a rth  w hich rem ained  unchanged .
2 . A rea C om m ittees w ere in fo rm ed  a c c o r d in g ly  a t  th e  J a n u a ry  round o f  
m e e tin g s  and th e  new d u t i e s  have  been a d v e r t i s e d  in  th e  P r e s s .
3 . F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  d u t i e s ,  which came i n t o  e f f e c t  on 1 s t  J a n u a ry ,
1981, a r e  g iv e n  in  th e  A ppend ix .
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES FROM 1ST JANUARY, 1981 APPENDIX
1. SINGLE ROD AND LINE
(a) Salmon
£
Season IsToo
Part season from June 1 12.00
Season concessionary 9.00
Part season concessionary from June 1 6.00
Seven day 3.00
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(b) Migratory trout
Season 6.00
Season concessionary 3.00
Seven day 1.20
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
(c) Non migratory trout (brown trout, 
rainbow trout and char) freshwater 
fish and eels.
Season 3.60
Season concessionary 1.80
Seven day 0.60
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil
2. COMMERCIAL EEL FISHING
Fixed eel trap per annum 30.00
Eel or fyke net per annum 0.60
Traps, putcheons or baskets (per 25 or part thereof) per annum 6.00
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
3. NETS AND FIXED ENGINES
."T".........-...........
(Area within the boundaries of the former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area Drift, Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 1257*00 
River Eden, Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet) 300.00
Whole area Heave or Haaf net 25.00
River Eden coop 117.00
River Derwent coop 260.00
South Pest Cumberland garth 130.00
4. NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel net £
(not exceeding 140m in length when wet) 8o7oo 
River Lune Drift, Hang or Whammel net
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet) 133.00 
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 116.00 
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine net
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet) 110.00
River Lune Heave or Haaf net 51.00
River Kent Lave net 60.00
River Leven Lave net ^  ^
